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It was never about the building. 

 

We are the church. 
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The Trinitarian Times  
Trinitarian Congregational Church, UCC 

72 Elm St.  North Andover, MA 

978-686-4445 

www.natrinitarian.org 

offices@natrinitarian.org 

Church Office hours : Monday through Wednesday, 9 to 12:30, Thursday 12:30-4, Friday 9-12:30 

Dear Church, 

"Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes 
with you. He will not leave you or forsake you." Deuteronomy 31:6 

May 2020 

When I was a kid, I remember wanting to grow up fast so I could control my own life.  The  
demands of teachers and parents would be behind me and I could do whatever I wanted. Or so I 
thought. 

The truth is, we have much less control over our lives than we think we do.  Certainly, we can 
make decisions and choices but there are so many factors that are beyond our control.  This pandemic 
feels to me like a reality check. There is nothing I can control about it except my attitude and the way 
I muddle through it.  So much is unknown and uncertain. I take comfort knowing that God is with me 
in all of this.   

Despite all this uncertainty, the earth still carries on- trees and flowers bloom, the grass turns 
green, the days grow long, and the sun shines warmer.  The hope that comes with new life is like a 
balm in a world we cannot control.  

If ever there was a time when we need God, it is now.  The inner peace and comfort in knowing 
that Jesus is with us is like a hand calming the storm at sea; or maybe like a knock at the door asking 
to be let in; or a vision walking towards us across the water.  All are comforting thoughts. 

   With you on the journey, 

Q. What kind of man was Boaz before he married? 
A.  Ruthless. 
Q. What do they call pastors in Germany? 
A. German Shepherds. 
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the Bible? 
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else 

was in liquidation. 
Q. What was the greatest female financier in the Bible? 
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the  
      Nile and drew out a little prophet. 
Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the Bible? 
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a 

Fury. David's Triumph was heard throughout the land.  
Also, probably a Honda, because the apostles were all 
in one Accord. 

Laughter is the best medicine 
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A Note from Your Deacons: 
   We hope you and your families are participating in our weekly services on YouTube. Pastor Debra 
is doing a wonderful job of keeping us connected spiritually!  Please offer prayers of thanksgiving for 
Pastor Debra and Dorothy Taylor, as they work long hours each week to make this possible. Thanks 
to Chris Wood, Bev Valle and each week’s lector, too.  It’s also been great to join so many of you for 
our virtual Coffee Hours on Zoom!  Seeing your smiling faces is a comforting substitute until we can 
meet again in person. Watch for emails from the office with links to our Sunday services and  
coffee hours. Sunday services are also available through our website. 
   Speaking of meeting in person, the Diaconate is forming a team to plan for the time when we’ll be 
able to return to our church building. Of course, we don’t know when that will be or how it will look 
compared to the past. The deacons have already started to brainstorm ideas about gathering outside 
our sanctuary when the rules and weather permit, even for a prayer or hymn.  If you’d like to be 
part of this team, please contact us (emails below).  With God’s guidance, we’ll find our way back 
together safely. 
   The deacons are meeting regularly via Zoom, so please reach out with your spiritual needs or any 
suggestions you’d like us to discuss.  Keeping you in our prayers! – Pam Foote 
(pfoote@comcast.net) and Betsy Hopkins (betsyhopkins75@gmail.com), Diaconate Co-Chairs 

Treasurer’s Update 
I thought it would be beneficial to update everyone on what has happened financially to the church  
as a result of the Covid 19 pandemic. Our financials remain strong. We are current on our bills, have 
been keeping all employees on the payroll, and the Investment Committee has been monitoring the 
church’s investments on a regular basis. We applied for, and have been approved by both the bank 
and the SBA, for a $29,500 Payroll Protection Loan. We expect to receive these funds shortly. The 
money will allow us to keep all employees on the payroll until things get back to whatever the “new 
normal” will be. Our investment portfolio has taken a hit, like all investments. Overall, we are  
currently down approximately 10 to 12%, in total, as we reallocated a bit when the market was near 
its hypothetical bottom.  
We hope this update gives you a sense of security on how the Trustees, and others, are addressing the 
use of resources in these unusual times. You can help out by continuing to fulfill your pledges as best 
as you can, when you can. 

Sincerely, 
George Carifio 
Treasurer 

National Day of Prayer 
This year Communities Together is sponsoring a ZOOM National Day of Prayer on May 7th 2020. 
It will be held at 12noon. The link will be on Constant Contact from our church office so you can 
access the service. There will be prayers offered for the leaders of the United States, state and local 
leaders and the local clergy. There will also be prayers for healthcare professionals, first responders, 
grocery and pharmacy workers, postal carriers and others who are on the front lines. Time will be 
provided during each prayer segment for silent prayer. The prayer leaders will be a Chaplain, a Rabbi, 
a Deacon, a Pastor, and a Father from the Armenian Apostolic Church. 
During this Corona Virus pandemic, we need to gather in prayer more 
than ever. If you have access to a computer, tablet or smartphone please 
join in. If you have any questions about accessing zoom please contact 
Dorothy in the church office @ 978 686 4445. 

For your convenience: There is a form in the newsletter you can use to set up your pledge directly 
from your bank account or credit card. This is a good time to consider “hands-off” pledging. 

mailto:pfoote@comcast.net
mailto:betsyhopkins75@gmail.com
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  All I am, and all I have 
I offer Lord, to you. 
I offer you these hands, 
That you might use them 
in and through my daily work. 
I offer you these feet, 
that you might lead them 
to someone who needs my help. 
I offer you these shoulders 
if you should need them 
to help lighten another’s load. 
I offer you this voice 
that you might use it 
to speak up for those in need. 
All I am, and all I have, 
I offer Lord to you. 

----John Birch 

  This prayer of giving of one’s self to the work of 
the Lord reminds me of all the ways in which we 
as members of TCC give on a regular basis.  
Stewardship is defined as managing all resources 
God provides for the glory of God and the better-

ment of his creation. As members of the TCC 
family we have a responsibility to provide for 
God’s work through our Mission and Outreach 
committee, provide for the upkeep and mainte-
nance of this structure where we worship through 
the Board of Trustees and to continue to be 
blessed with the uplifting music and voice of our 
choir director through the Music Committee. 

   As We Step into the Future here at TCC we 
will need to continue to be generous in our giv-
ing. Whether it be by serving on a Board or  
committee, volunteering for special projects or by 
continuing to pledge during these unprecedented 
and uneasy times even though we are not gather-
ing and having a traditional collection. We are to 
use wisely the gifts that God has bestowed upon 
us. 
  The church office is checking the mail on a regu-
lar basis and checks are now being deposited in a 
timely fashion.  

Generosity is contagious. “For it is in giving that 
we receive” St Francis of Assisi. 

A Note from the Moderator 

Undies Sunday Lenten Diaper Drive 
Communities Together’s annual diaper drive was cut short this Lenten season when all area churches 
went on hiatus due to the Corona Virus pandemic. Here @ TCC the drive was underway some dia-
pers were collected as well as some checks that were used to purchase diapers. The need is still out 
there. Non perishable food drives are a constant but diapers and children’s underwear are scarce. Dia-
pers can still be delivered to church M-W and F 9-12 and Th 12:30 -4PM. Please call ahead to make 
sure Dorothy is here (978 686 4445). If you feel uncomfortable coming in contact with another per-
son you can drop them at the door then Dorothy will open the door after you have left and pick the 
diapers up. Another way you can help is to make a monetary contribution made out to Communities 
Together and mailed to Communities Together PO Box 428 Lawrence MA 01842 Please put on the 
memo line Diaper Drive. Thank You so much for your continued support of Communities Together 
and their valuable service to those in need in the Greater Lawrence area. 

“The Lord watch  
between you and 
me, when we are 
absent one from 
the other.” 
Genesis 31:49 
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Thursday Morning Bible Study on Zoom! 
  Our new online Bible Study happens every Thursday from 10-11am on Zoom. More information 
and the Zoom link will go out to participants in an email on Wednesdays. 
  For this simple study, we will always read the following Sunday's lectionary text and discuss it  
together. I will provide some background commentary and if you have a study Bible, you may also 
want to offer what you've found from that. We will have a  
conversation about what we imagine the author wants to tell us, 
what we believe God means for us to learn, and how the  
scripture text relates to our own lives and to our society or  
people in general. No matter how little or how much Bible 
knowledge you have, all are welcome. This is an inclusive  
discussion of all levels and understandings. 
If you haven’t already, you may sign up with Pastor Debra 
email: pastor@natrinitarian.org or phone: 781-962-9436. She is 
also available to teach you about using Zoom if you haven’t  
already been introduced to this useful social tool. 

On our 

front door! 

Isaiah 54:17 

mailto:pastor@natrinitarian.org
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Stewardship Nugget 

Now, our God, we give 
thanks, and praise your 
glorious name. 

1 Chronicles 29:13 

 Thank you to everyone who has sent in their donations for the diaper drive, One Great Hour of  
Sharing and RIP Medical Debt! Missions asked a lot of you in Lent, and you came through! We will 
continue collecting diapers through Mother’s Day; the recent closure of so many businesses hurt the 
most vulnerable, those who make hourly wages, and they will have a hard time recovering even after 
things begin to re-open. You can send checks directly to Communities Together rather than dropping 
off diapers: Communities Together, PO Box 428, Lawrence MA 01842. We are still accepting physi-
cal donations, call the office at 978-686-4445 to arrange a drop-off time. 
  We are still making donations to local charities during these frightening times. We have sent sizable 
donations to the Essex County Community Foundation, Bread & Roses, the Greater Lawrence Com-
munity Action Council and Neighbors In Need. These are groups that have boots on the ground  
delivering food to people impacted by the stay at home order. If you are having trouble getting the 
food you need, call the office and we can either make sure you get food through us or one of the 
groups helping our neighbors. As of this writing, we don’t have a firm time for the stay-at-home  
advisory to end, and many people with health issues will still need to isolate until there is a vaccine 
or reliable treatment for CoVid-19. 
  Our grand total for RIP Medical Debt as of April 27th is $1,180.00, which includes the $300.00 
from the Missions Committee. We’ll send this on to the conference for their match. Our congregation 
is amazing; thank you for your continued generosity! 
  Speaking of generosity… our One Great  Hour of Sharing total is as of now is $395.00. Thank you 
all for supporting our annual drive to help this great organization. 
  Please see the page in the newsletter devoted to organizations who could use your help if you are 
able. There are so many people who have been affected by closing of businesses and slow down of 
the economy, especially those in the food service industry who are almost always low paid and rely 
on tips if they are waitstaff. We can all get through this together! 
    

Your Missions Committee  

Hands and Feet of Christ: Message from Missions 

THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A 

GREATER NEED FOR LOVE 

Renew a friendship. 

If you need assistance: 
Project Bread: Any Massachusetts family or household who needs access to food can call their toll-
free hunger help-line: 1-800-645-8333. 

The City of Haverhill has a number of food pantries and meals, call (978) 228-5322 or visit their 
website. 

The Town of North Andover  has meal pick ups three days a week. Call 978-208-6070 to order. 
North Andover is also offering other food assistance. If you need help with food items, please contact 
the COVID Line 978-208-6070. 

Call the office if you are in need. We can help you navigate through the stormy waters. 
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What can you do to support Trinitarian Congregational Church (UCC) right now? Here are a few ideas! 

If someone is new in town, and looking for a church, where do they look? Social media! We’re on 
Facebook (@natrinitarian) and Instagram (natrinitarian)! Be sure to like our page, write a review, or 
give us a recommendation —  and  have your kids or grands like us, too! (You can like and share our 
posts, as well.) 
• Invite a friend to virtual worship 
• Forward our emails to your friends. 
• Subscribe to our YouTube channel after viewing virtual worship service 
Just a few ideas so you can help get the word out about our programs. And they don’t cost a thing! 

Ways to Help 
Have you been looking for ways to help? Consider redistributing some or all of that stimulus money 
you received if you are in a financial position to do so. In the United States many of us have been 
blessed with so much; houses, cars, food that is readily available and all the luxuries we take for 
granted. Now is a time to really reconsider what is enough, and to also think about those for whom 
half their earnings and $1800 will not cover rent, utilities and food for more than a month. We’ve  
assembled a list to make it easy for you: 

Greater Boston Food Bank  With the help of their partners and supporters, GBFB acquires and dis-
tributes food that enables local food pantries, soup kitchens, community health centers and other part-
ners to do their vital work of providing nutritious food and meals. Website: https://www.gbfb.org/   
To send a check: The Greater Boston Food Bank, Attn: Accounting, 70 South Bay Avenue, Boston, 
MA 02118 

Neighbors In Need Food is distributed at nine food pantries strategically located throughout the 
neighborhoods of Lawrence, Methuen, and now, Andover. They also have “The Infant in Need Pro-
gram” helping with formula and diapers.  Website:  needfood.org. 
To send a check: Neighbors in Need, P.O. Box 447, Lawrence, MA 01842 

Lazarus House Provides food to anyone who is hungry, and shelter services for those displaced. 
Website: https://lazarushouse.org 
To send a check: Lazarus House, PO Box 408, Lawrence, MA  01842-0808 

Bread & Roses Utilizing their two dedicated outreach vans to deliver bulk food and meals to  
churches and agencies serving the most vulnerable in Lawrence. Website: breadandroseslawrence.org 
To send a check: Bread & Roses, 58 Newbury Street, Lawrence, MA 01840. 

Greater Lawrence Community Action Council Help is available to anyone who needs food, help 
filing for unemployment benefits or with other financial questions, and fuel assistance. 
Website: https://www.glcac.org 
To send a check: Greater Lawrence Community Action Council, Inc., Attn: Development Office 
301 Essex Street 4th Floor, Lawrence, MA 01840 

Essex County Community Foundation Works with nonprofits, residents, leaders and  donors  
address shared challenges and identify collective opportunities – for the good of Essex County. 
Website: eccf.org 
To send a check: ECCF, 175 Andover Street, Danvers, Massachusetts 01923 

Massachusetts COVID-19 Relief Fund The Fund works in partnership with community foundations 
and local non-profit organizations providing critical, essential services in local communities through-
out Massachusetts. Website: https://www.macovid19relieffund.org 
To send a check: MA COVID-19 Relief Fund c/o Foundation for Business Equity, 265 Franklin St., 
BOX 304, Boston MA 02110 

http://needfood.org/programs/food-pantries
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